MACHIAVELLIANISM

2. It is not enough for you to defend your territory strictly so-called.
You must have your eyes open incessantly to all that can have any
influence upon your situation. At no price may you tolerate that
anything within the bounds of your influence should be modified to
your detriment, and do not hesitate one instant if you can modify
something to your own advantage. Be sure, in effect, that the other
will do the same when he can. If you for your part neglect it, you
will be left behind him. Anyone who does not increase, diminishes,
if only to the extent that the others increase. For an individual, it is
expedient to say: 'I have enough; I do not want anything more.',
He does not run the risk through such modesty of losing that which he
already possesses. He knows to what judge to turn if anyone attacks
him in the property he has acquired. But a State which disdains to
defend its acquired possessions will not find any j udge to whom it can tell
its trouble on the day when it is attacked in its previous possessions,
perhaps with the very same forces which it had neglected to acquire.

Do not believe that if all the princes thought and acted according
to the principles above mentioned there would be endless wars in
Europe. On the contrary, no one thinks of beginning a war if he
cannot do so with profit, and, if all were vigilant and attentive not
to abandon any advantage to anyone, every sword would keep another
sword in its sheath. The result would be a long peace, which could
not be interrupted by fortuitous events, such as revolutions, quarrels
over succession, etc. More than half the wars which have taken
place have been born of the great political faults of the attacked
States; faults which gave the aggressor the hope of an easy victory,
therefore the wars would have been avoided if the State had not made
these mistakes. And as the practice of war must not cease, if we do
not wish humanity to grow lax and to be spoilt against the eventuality
of a war which is none the less possible, well, even in Europe, but
above all in other continents, we have barbarians in sufficiently large
numbers whom sooner or later it will be necessary to incorporate by
force in the sphere of civilisation. Let European youth inure itself
to combat the Barbarians, while in the common country no one will
dare to draw the sword, since he will at once see raised against him
swords just as sharp.

. . . The king is bound to observe the general laws of morality in
his private life, equally with the most humble of his subjects. In
relations with his pacific people, he is bound to observe law and right;
and he is not entitled to treat anyone otherwise than in accordance
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